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Message from the
Batanes Governor

Marilou Cayco

4 - Governor, Batanes Province

Batanes, the Philippines' first member of the prestigious UNWTO
International Network of Sustainable Tourism Observatories (INSTO),
is determined to serve as a model for other Philippine tourism
destinations, particularly island locations. The Ivatans, the renowned
resilient indigenous people of Batanes, commit a continued
involvement to the endeavors of the Batanes Tourism and Hospitality
Monitoring Center (BTHMC). Our time-honored cultural strength and
deep connection with the environment is a testament of our strong
foundation and commitment towards the enrichment of inclusive and
sustainable practices in the islands.

The inclusion of agriculture representative in the BTHMC Technical
Working Group (TWG) signifies a forward thinking approach. This
moves island food security measures to ensure Batanes’
preparedness for the demands of a growing tourism industry. By
prioritizing both responsible tourism practices and local food
security, Batanes strives to become a leading example for
sustainable island tourism development not only in the Philippines but
also on a global scale.










































































































